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Instructions

This sample examination contains 125 multiple-choice questions drawn from the Old Testament,
the New Testament, and Christian doctrine. It is provided for practice and familiarization.

Read each question carefully and select the single best answer from the four choices provided.
Each question has exactly one correct answer.

In this answer copy, the correct response to each question is shown in bold.
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1.  Which one of these is not a part of the Ten Commandments?
A)  Honor your parents
B)  Do not steal
C)  Love the Lord your God
D)  Do not bear false witness

2.  What does the kenosis of Christ, as explained by Paul in Philippians 2, mean?
A)  He suffered sacrificially.
B)  He made himself nothing.
C)  He was obedient unto death.
D)  He was the Lamb of God.

3.  What is an essential component of the Abrahamic Covenant?
A)  I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land.
B)  You will have a son next year about this time.
C)  Your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.
D)  I will bless you and you will be a blessing.

4.  Which of the following is not a beatitude given in the Sermon on the Mount?
A)  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
B)  Blessed are the faithful, for they shall receive strength.
C)  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
D)  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.

5.  Which prophetic book immediately follows Lamentations in the Old Testament?
A)  Ezekiel
B)  Daniel
C)  Jeremiah
D)  Hosea

6.  What does the Bible teach concerning the Christian doctrine of the Trinity?
A)  The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three divine beings who exist separately.
B)  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three ways the one God reveals himself.
C)  The human concepts of "person" and "existence" don't apply to God.
D)  God is three Persons who share one existence.

7.  Where is Jesus' "Good Shepherd Discourse" found?
A)  Luke 6
B)  Luke 10
C)  John 6
D)  John 10
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8.  In what chapter of Genesis do we find the fall of humanity?
A)  Chapter 1
B)  Chapter 3
C)  Chapter 5
D)  Chapter 12

9.  Which of the following was not one of the twelve tribes of Israel?
A)  Samuel
B)  Judah
C)  Benjamin
D)  Naphtali

10.  What is the reason for the Jewish Passover festival?
A)  A time to remember when God protected Israel from the death angel
B)  A time to remember the Israelites crossing over the Red Sea
C)  A time of national mourning and repentance for sin
D)  A time of celebration featuring bright lights

11.  Which of the following is not one of the Old Testament covenants?
A)  The covenant of Noah
B)  The covenant of David
C)  The covenant of Enoch
D)  The covenant of Sinai

12.  How many Minor Prophets are there?
A)  7
B)  10
C)  12
D)  14

13.  Which of the following is not one of the purposes of the Sinai Covenant?
A)  To reveal God's character and nature
B)  To reveal how humans can earn their salvation
C)  To reveal the kind of life that God desires
D)  To reveal the human inclination to sin

14.  Which letter is not considered one of Paul's prison epistles?
A)  Galatians
B)  Ephesians
C)  Philippians
D)  Colossians
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15.  Who was the early church's first martyr?
A)  Philip
B)  James
C)  Stephen
D)  Peter

16.  Who accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey?
A)  Silas
B)  Barnabas
C)  Titus
D)  John Mark

17.  To whom did Paul write a letter about the slave Onesimus?
A)  Timothy
B)  Philemon
C)  Titus
D)  Barnabas

18.  In which of his letters did Paul give instructions concerning the Lord's Supper?
A)  Romans
B)  1 Corinthians
C)  2 Corinthians
D)  1 Timothy

19.  Which Gospel includes most of Jesus' "I am" statements?
A)  Matthew
B)  Mark
C)  Luke
D)  John

20.  In which Old Testament book does the statement "the just shall live by faith" occur?
A)  Psalms
B)  Lamentations
C)  Habakkuk
D)  Zephaniah

21.  In which Old Testament book does a prophecy about "Immanuel" occur?
A)  Isaiah
B)  Jeremiah
C)  Ezekiel
D)  Daniel
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22.  Which title did Jesus apply to Himself most frequently?
A)  Son of God
B)  Christ
C)  Messiah
D)  Son of Man

23.  Which chapter records Jesus washing His disciples' feet?
A)  Matthew 10
B)  Mark 11
C)  Luke 15
D)  John 13

24.  Which three kings define the period of the United Monarchy of Israel?
A)  Saul, David, and Solomon
B)  Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and Josiah
C)  Moses, Joshua, and Samuel
D)  Jeroboam, Ahab, and Jehu

25.  Which three prophets are known as the Post-Exilic Prophets?
A)  Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel
B)  Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther
C)  Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi
D)  Hosea, Joel, and Amos

26.  In which period of Israelite history did the events of the book of Ruth take place?
A)  Patriarchal period
B)  Period of the Judges
C)  Mosaic period
D)  The Divided Monarchy

27.  Where is Jesus’ famous “Sermon on the Mount” found?
A)  Matthew 5-7
B)  Mark 6
C)  Luke 12-13
D)  John 6

28.  Why can we be confident with the canon of Scripture although we lack the original manuscripts?
A)  The canon is not based on original manuscripts.
B)  A high degree of certainty regarding the original is established by comparison of ancient

copies.
C)  The Holy Spirit's witness is sufficient to validate the authority of the canon.
D)  The true meaning of the Scriptures has been preserved in the teaching of Christ's church.
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29.  What is meant by the divine nature of Christ?
A)  Christ is a created person who is endowed with a unique spiritual power, above that of any

angel.
B)  Christ shared the attributes of deity with the Father and the Holy Spirit until His incarnation.
C)  Christ shares all the attributes of deity with the Father and the Holy Spirit.
D)  The divine nature is unimportant because belief in the divinity of Christ is not part of historic

Christian consensus.

30.  Which statement best describes the human nature of Christ?
A)  The Second Person of the Trinity accepted the limitations of humanity and faced life just

as we do.
B)  Jesus' brothers and the religious teachers who knew Him all recognized Jesus was a human

being.
C)  The Second Person of the Trinity and the human Jesus co-existed in the same body as two

distinct persons.
D)  Jesus, the Christ, claimed to be human by most commonly referring to himself as "the Son of

Man."

31.  According to Jesus, what is the greatest commandment?
A)  You shall have no other gods before me.
B)  Love God with all of your heart.
C)  Honor your mother and father.
D)  Love your neighbor as yourself.

32.  Which Old Testament passage does Matthew cite to defend the virgin birth of Christ?
A)  Psalm 2:7
B)  Isaiah 7:14
C)  Jeremiah 31:31
D)  Micah 5:2

33.  According to Paul, what does baptism represent?
A)  Union with Christ
B)  Repentance from sin
C)  New creation
D)  All of the above

34.  Paul's letter to the Colossians emphasizes which doctrine?
A)  Justification
B)  The Church as Christ's body
C)  Eschatology
D)  Christology
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35.  What symbolized the heavenly "rest" of Christians according to the book of Hebrews?
A)  The land of Canaan
B)  The tabernacle
C)  The temple
D)  Mount Zion

36.  How is the authorship of a Gospel mainly determined?
A)  Titles original to the document
B)  The consensus opinion of Biblical scholars
C)  Internal evidence and evidence from the early church fathers
D)  The testimony of non-Christian authors, such as Josephus

37.  What does John primarily write to engender in his Gospel?
A)  Repentance
B)  Love
C)  Hope
D)  Belief

38.  Who was the Persian emperor who permitted the Israelites to return to the Promised Land?
A)  Darius
B)  Xerxes
C)  Nebuchadnezzar
D)  Cyrus

39.  What was the primary function of the Judges?
A)  Provide political leadership
B)  Deliver the people
C)  Give judicial decisions
D)  Make prophetic proclamations

40.  Which list represents the proper chronological order of world empires?
A)  Persian, Babylonian, Roman, Greek
B)  Greek, Babylonian, Persian, Roman
C)  Babylonian, Greek, Persian, Roman
D)  Babylonian, Persian, Greek, Roman

41.  The Gospel of Matthew was written most directly to which of the following audiences?
A)  Jews
B)  Romans
C)  Gentiles
D)  Greeks
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42.  Paul's Pastoral Epistles include 1 & 2 Timothy and what other book?
A)  Acts
B)  Romans
C)  Ephesians
D)  Titus

43.  Who led the return to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem?
A)  Nehemiah
B)  Moses
C)  Jacob
D)  Hosea

44.  Who was Abraham's father?
A)  Noah
B)  Terah
C)  Methuselah
D)  Enoch

45.  Who became the wife of Isaac?
A)  Rachel
B)  Rebekah
C)  Leah
D)  Sarah

46.  What was the first plague in Egypt during the time of the Exodus?
A)  Frogs
B)  Darkness
C)  Nile changed to blood
D)  Death of the firstborn

47.  During which festival did the Israelite priests release the scapegoat?
A)  Day of Atonement
B)  Unleavened bread
C)  Tabernacles
D)  Jubilee

48.  Who led the Israelites into the land of Canaan?
A)  Moses
B)  David
C)  Caleb
D)  Joshua
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49.  Which prophet uses the imagery of a faithless wife who is disciplined but brought home to
illustrate God's love for his people?
A)  Isaiah
B)  Jeremiah
C)  Ezekiel
D)  Hosea

50.  Which was the first city captured by Israel upon entering the Promised Land?
A)  Jericho
B)  Ai
C)  Gilgal
D)  Jerusalem

51.  Which event is mentioned in the Gospel of Mark?
A)  The birth of Jesus
B)  The baptism of Jesus
C)  Jesus' visit to the temple as a child
D)  Jesus' raising of Lazarus

52.  From what geographical location was Abraham originally called to follow God?
A)  Babylon
B)  Egypt
C)  Ur
D)  Greece

53.  Who is presented in Romans 4 as an example of the kind of faith required of all believers?
A)  David
B)  Abraham
C)  Enoch
D)  Joshua

54.  Who was Jezebel's husband?
A)  Ahab
B)  Hosea
C)  Joab
D)  Hezekiah

55.  Which New Testament author specifically refers to the epistles of Paul?
A)  Jude
B)  James
C)  Luke
D)  Peter



ABHE Bible Knowledge Exam  ·  Sample Test 11

56.  Which of the following is not an example of God's revelation to humanity?
A)  This world He created
B)  The Incarnation of Jesus Christ
C)  The pain and suffering of humanity
D)  His Word, the Bible

57.  What does the term "paraclete," used by Jesus to refer to the Holy Spirit, reveal about the Spirit's
ministry to Christians?
A)  The Holy Spirit is our master and ruler.
B)  The Holy Spirit is our comforter and helper.
C)  The Holy Spirit is our pastor and friend.
D)  The Holy Spirit is the revealer of truth.

58.  What two sins does Paul highlight as he discusses the fallenness of humanity in Romans 1?
A)  Idolatry and sexual perversion
B)  Pride and greed
C)  Sexual perversion and pride
D)  Idolatry and greed

59.  The "Synoptic Gospels" include which books?
A)  Matthew and Mark
B)  Matthew, Mark and Luke
C)  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
D)  Luke and John

60.  Where is the following passage found? "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God . . ."
A)  2 Timothy 3:16
B)  Titus 1:16
C)  John 3:16
D)  Mark 16:12

61.  Which of the following Psalms relates to Jesus' crucifixion?
A)  Psalm 2
B)  Psalm 22
C)  Psalm 23
D)  Psalm 95

62.  Which book predicts Bethlehem as the birthplace of Jesus?
A)  Isaiah
B)  Jeremiah
C)  Micah
D)  Zechariah
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63.  Which Old Testament prophet had to lie on his left side for 390 days as a sign to Israel?
A)  Daniel
B)  Ezekiel
C)  Amos
D)  Obadiah

64.  What is the meaning of total depravity?
A)  Sin affects every aspect of who we are and we are completely unable to change ourselves.
B)  Everyone sins; the human race is in bondage to sin.
C)  The human cultures into which we are born are so depraved our condition is totally hopeless.
D)  Humans are unable to live a righteous life; we are totally trapped by our sinfulness.

65.  In which chapter does God make an everlasting covenant with David?
A)  1 Samuel 16
B)  2 Samuel 7
C)  1 Kings 3
D)  2 Kings 22

66.  Which prophet confronts David after his sin with Uriah's wife?
A)  Elijah
B)  Micaiah
C)  Nathan
D)  Samuel

67.  How many kings in the Northern Kingdom of Israel were faithful to the covenant?
A)  0
B)  1
C)  2
D)  3

68.  In what context does God first identify Israel as His "kingdom of priests"?
A)  The covenant at Sinai
B)  The flood
C)  The United Kingdom
D)  The return from exile

69.  Who set up golden calves in Dan and Bethel?
A)  Saul
B)  Manasseh
C)  Jeroboam
D)  Pekah
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70.  To what does the term "decalogue" refer?
A)  Six-day creation
B)  The Ten Commandments
C)  A form of Israelite architecture
D)  A type of weapon

71.  Which prophet prayed for King Hezekiah?
A)  Isaiah
B)  Samuel
C)  Nathan
D)  Jeremiah

72.  Which prophet attacks reliance on the Temple?
A)  Isaiah
B)  Jeremiah
C)  Ezekiel
D)  Daniel

73.  Which prophet prophesied from exile in Babylon?
A)  Isaiah
B)  Ezekiel
C)  Obadiah
D)  Zechariah

74.  Which of the following did not occur in connection with Jesus' crucifixion?
A)  Payment in full for sin
B)  Substitutionary atonement
C)  Fulfillment of the Passover
D)  Jesus' bones are broken to hasten his death

75.  Which is the goal of the Great Commission as recorded in Matthew 28:18-20?
A)  Go
B)  Make disciples
C)  Baptize
D)  Teach

76.  The coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost is recorded in what passage?
A)  Joel 2
B)  Matthew 28
C)  John 3
D)  Acts 2
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77.  Which of the following teachings of Jesus is not found in the "Upper Room Discourse" in John's
Gospel?
A)  Turn the other cheek
B)  Abide in Me and I will abide in you
C)  Submit to the Holy Spirit
D)  Ask and you will receive

78.  Which of the following is a critical section in terms of the structure of the Gospel of Luke?
A)  Sermon on the Mount
B)  Upper Room Discourse
C)  Jesus' journey to Jerusalem
D)  Prologue on Jesus as The Word

79.  What feature is not found in the new covenant according to Jeremiah 31:31-40?
A)  God would put the law within them.
B)  They will all know God.
C)  They will proclaim God’s covenant to the nations.
D)  Israel would cease to be a nation.

80.  What is the historical context of the book of Esther?
A)  The Assyrian Period
B)  The Persian Period
C)  The Babylonian Period
D)  The Greek Period

81.  Which of these New Testament epistles was written last?
A)  James
B)  Galatians
C)  3 John
D)  2 Timothy

82.  What statement is an important theme of the Sermon on the Mount?
A)  The miracles of the Messiah prove that He is the Son of God.
B)  God looks for internal righteousness, not external religion or ritual.
C)  We are to be His witnesses.
D)  The tribulation includes judgment and signs of the second coming.

83.  Where did Paul preach about the “unknown” God?
A)  Rome
B)  Berea
C)  Ephesus
D)  Athens
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84.  Which of the following prophesied earliest?
A)  Elisha
B)  Elijah
C)  Joel
D)  Daniel

85.  Which two kings are prominent in chapters 7-39 of Isaiah's prophecy?
A)  Ahab and Josiah
B)  David and Solomon
C)  Ahaz and Hezekiah
D)  Ahaz and Jeroboam

86.  Which New Testament book references the Old Testament character Melchizedek?
A)  John
B)  Romans
C)  Hebrews
D)  Revelation

87.  In what region did the prophet Hosea minister?
A)  Babylon
B)  Southern Kingdom of Judah
C)  Samaria
D)  Northern Kingdom of Israel

88.  What image of Christ is most frequently found in Revelation?
A)  A flying eagle
B)  A child of the woman
C)  A judge
D)  A lamb

89.  Who was the third king of the United Monarchy of Israel?
A)  Saul
B)  Nathan
C)  Solomon
D)  David

90.  Where did Moses deliver the message recorded in Deuteronomy?
A)  Plains of Moab
B)  Mount Sinai
C)  Kadesh-Barnea
D)  Rephaim
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91.  What was the capital city of Israel's Northern Kingdom?
A)  Jericho
B)  Samaria
C)  Capernaum
D)  Jerusalem

92.  What event does the book of Acts connect with Joel’s prophecy?
A)  The day of Pentecost
B)  The second coming of Christ
C)  The resurrection of Jesus
D)  The coming of John the Baptist

93.  What is the message of the book of Jonah?
A)  God is concerned about false prophecy.
B)  God is concerned about the judgment of sinful nations.
C)  God is concerned about the salvation of Israel.
D)  God is concerned about the salvation of all nations.

94.  What is represented by the tabernacle being located in the midst of the congregation?
A)  The power of God
B)  The judgment of God
C)  The sin of the people
D)  The presence of God

95.  In terms of genre, which New Testament text is considered a homily or sermon?
A)  Acts
B)  Hebrews
C)  Jude
D)  Revelation

96.  Jesus is compared to which Old Testament persons?
A)  Moses, Jonah, Elijah, David
B)  David, Elijah, Elisha, Daniel
C)  David, Solomon, Isaiah, Daniel
D)  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph

97.  From a biblical perspective, which statement best describes the Bible?
A)  The Bible is an ancient text containing religious truth.
B)  The Bible presents truth about God and His goal for humanity.
C)  The Bible is a compilation of moral wisdom.
D)  The Bible is a trustworthy handbook for practical living.
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98.  From a biblical perspective, which statement best describes humanity?
A)  Humans are physical-spiritual persons created in God's image.
B)  Humans are the most highly evolved and intelligent species on earth.
C)  Humans are basically good but are influenced toward evil by the world, the flesh, and the

devil.
D)  Humans are spiritual souls that inhabit physical bodies.

99.  What is the root meaning of the term "Christ"?
A)  Lord
B)  Savior
C)  Anointed One
D)  Servant

100.  Which term refers to God's declaration of the believer's righteousness on the basis of the saving
work of Jesus?
A)  Sanctification
B)  Justification
C)  Regeneration
D)  Redemption

101.  Which of the following is not one of the characteristics of love that Paul gives in the classic
passage on love, 1 Corinthians 13?
A)  Serves others
B)  Suffers long and is kind
C)  Is not puffed up
D)  Rejoices in the truth

102.  What New Testament book calls Jesus the "great high priest"?
A)  Romans
B)  Ephesians
C)  Colossians
D)  Hebrews

103.  What is the name given to the first-century group that prized holiness and strict adherence to the
Law?
A)  Sadducees
B)  Teachers of the Law
C)  Herodians
D)  Pharisees
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104.  What title for Jesus is used in John's Gospel to declare His deity, His supremacy over creation,
and His role in revealing God?
A)  Lord
B)  Son of God
C)  Word
D)  Messiah

105.  What descriptive term is used of humans in the Genesis creation account to separate them from
the rest of creation?
A)  Soul
B)  Image of God
C)  Breath of Life
D)  Spirit

106.  What is the primary content of the books of Ezra and Nehemiah?
A)  The proclamation of the New Covenant
B)  The re-establishment of the Davidic monarchy
C)  The promise of God to make the Jews a royal priesthood
D)  The return from exile and rebuilding the temple

107.  Which of the following statements about Psalms is true?
A)  It is a collection of songs grouped into five “books.”
B)  David wrote a small number of psalms.
C)  Most of the psalms can be dated.
D)  The majority of the Psalms are hymns.

108.  The conquest of the land of Canaan was the result of which of the following?
A)  Joshua's outstanding leadership
B)  God's gracious gift
C)  The poor strategy of the Canaanites
D)  The overwhelming number of Israelite soldiers

109.  In the book of Kings, what is the most important characteristic of a "good" king?
A)  Adherence to the requirements of the covenant
B)  Genuine care for the people's needs
C)  Godly military strategy
D)  Obedience to the prophets
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110.  Whereas Ecclesiastes is representative of pessimistic wisdom, which book is representative of
optimistic wisdom?
A)  Psalms
B)  Job
C)  Song of Solomon
D)  Proverbs

111.  What were the plagues of Egypt primarily designed to accomplish?
A)  Demonstrate Yahweh's superiority over the Egyptian gods
B)  Humiliate the Pharaoh
C)  Make people afraid of Yahweh
D)  Devastate Egypt

112.  If we could see into the infinite past, what would we find existing at that time?
A)  The big bang
B)  A previous universe
C)  Only God
D)  Nothing

113.  What best describes the Bible's explanation for the prevalence of violence on earth?
A)  Some species replicate too quickly to preserve balance in nature.
B)  Survival of the fittest is the natural law of creation.
C)  God intends pain and suffering to point us to Himself.
D)  Violence is the result of sin in the human heart.

114.  What truth does the Bible draw from the account of Noah’s flood?
A)  Perseverance is important when attempting a big project.
B)  It is wise to plan ahead in case of a major catastrophe.
C)  Labor and witness should continue simultaneously.
D)  While God judges sin, He is able to rescue those who trust Him.

115.  Which statement is not true regarding the resurrection of Jesus?
A)  It demonstrated His victory over sin and death.
B)  It is the ultimate proof of the truth of Christianity.
C)  It provides a model for Christian service.
D)  It made possible the sending of the Holy Spirit.

116.  Which is not a ministry of the Holy Spirit?
A)  To add to the work of redemption begun by Jesus
B)  To convince the world of sin and righteousness and judgment
C)  To mediate divine grace to people
D)  To gift and empower God’s people for ministry
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117.  Which is not a purpose of the Church?
A)  To model before the world the life of a holy community
B)  To advance God’s mission in the world
C)  To establish a kingdom of Christians on earth
D)  To be “salt and light” in a sinful world

118.  What does the Bible indicate is the measure of spiritual maturity?
A)  A sinless life
B)  Likeness to Christ
C)  Filling with the Holy Spirit
D)  Untiring devotion to the work of Christ

119.  What is hell?
A)  The suffering for evil endured in the course of life
B)  A place where humans are purged of sin
C)  A place of eternal torment prepared for the devil and his angels
D)  The domain of Satan

120.  Which of the following most fully expresses the message of the Bible?
A)  God desires humans to live in fellowship with Him, sharing His character.
B)  God desires humans to be delivered from the power of Satan, immune to death.
C)  God desires humans to be forgiven of their sins.
D)  God desires humans to be restored to personal wholeness.

121.  When was the biblical doctrine of substitutionary atonement most clearly revealed?
A)  When God delivered Noah and his family from the flood
B)  When God sent Joseph to Egypt to rescue his family
C)  When God allowed Adam and Eve to leave Eden alive
D)  When God provided a ram in place of Abraham's son, Isaac

122.  The return of some of the people of Israel from exile in Babylon best illustrates which biblical
teaching?
A)  The patience of God to wait for His people's repentance
B)  That God works through unbelievers such as Cyrus and Artaxerxes
C)  The endurance of the people of God in spite of judgment
D)  The covenant faithfulness of God to maintain a remnant
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123.  According to the Bible, which of the following must accompany faith if a person is to be
justified?
A)  Sorrow for sin
B)  Love for Christ
C)  Repentance
D)  Determination to live a new life

124.  What evidence does Paul cite as proof that Jesus actually rose from the dead?
A)  The religious leaders' need to create a false report to hide the truth.
B)  Jesus appeared to multiple witnesses after His resurrection and before His ascension.
C)  Paul received a personal revelation of the risen Christ during his retreat to Arabia.
D)  Paul was fully instructed by Peter regarding the fact of Jesus' death and resurrection.

125.  What future lies ahead for those who place their faith in Christ?
A)  The purging of sins committed in the body prior to entrance into heaven
B)  Unending fellowship with God and His redeemed people
C)  Final deliverance from the limitations of physical existence
D)  Acquisition of the attributes of deity; to become gods



STOP

You have reached the end of the sample test.

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.”
— Proverbs 9:10


