The State
of the Church
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a wide door for effective ministry
has opened for me-—

1 Corinthians 16:9 (CSB)
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a wide door for effective ministry
has opened for me-—
yet many oppose me.

1 Corinthians 16:9 (CSB)

> B> B> b

> P> D> B P

> B> > b

> > B> D> D>



Americans With No Religious Affiliation, 1972-2024
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@ryanburge | Data: General Social Survey, 1972-2024
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The biggest shift in religion is the percentage of people
opting out altogether.

® Christian ©® Other Faith Agnostic Athiest ® No Faith
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U.S. Adults

GenZ

Millennials
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Boomers

Elders

§m n=2,001 U.S. Adults, July 2023.
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Female Young Adults Lead Among Gen Z “Nones”

0/0 ideﬂtl'fy With no faith ® AllGenZ ® Male Gen Z ages 18-24

Male Gen Z ages 13-17 ® Female Gen Z ages 18-24
©® Female Gen Z ages 13-17
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gTATE DF THE CHURCH n=2000 U.S. teens and young adults ages 13-24, August 23-30, 2023. Gen Z Vol/. 3.
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The Gravitational Pull of
Our Secularized World



The Meteor Called “2020”



METEOR OF 2020

RISE OF NONES Every vear, until just
recently, 1% less Americans called
themselves Christians.

DECAYING ORBIT OF RELIGION

FUTURE OF FAITH?

FRACTURED SATELLITE
AN UNCERTAIN
DIRECTION

THE GRAVITY OF SECULARIZATION
All across the Western world, secular-
ism’s pull has lowered the percentage

of self-identified Chrisitans. 2020°S METEOR Since 2020, religion measures

are changing—some good and some bad trends
are happening all at once.
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ATTEND WEEKLY

BIRTH YEAR

NEVER ATTEND
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Something is Going On.

STATE OF THE CHURCH
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A Personal Commitment to Follow Christ

% Of U.S. Adults Who Say
“I have made a personal commitment to follow Jesus that is still important in my life today”
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nw 126,450 intarviews with U.S. adults between 2000 and February 2025 14
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USA TARIFFS TANK TRUMP I SUPPORT TRUMP OUR COLUMNISTS, YOUR INBO!
TODAY Approval rating sinks Stop mocking me Get the latest views

Politics Sports Entertainment Life Money Travel Opinion Crossword

Not just at Easter: Gen Z is returning
to Christianity. Data proves it. |
Opinion

It's not time to call this a revival, but something is stirring in the culture.

Christians would do well to pay attention, live out their faith and step into the
opportunity to share with others.

Ed Stetzer Opinion contributor
April 20, 2025, 5:04 a.m. ET
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USA TARIFFS TANK TRUMP | SUPPORT TRUMP OUR COLUMNISTS, YOUR INBOX
TODAY Approval rating sinks Stop mocking me Get the latest views

Politics  Sports Entertainment  Life Money Travel [ Opinion | Crossword

Chris Pratt, Joe Rogan join Americans
flocking back to church. It's a
welcome change. | Opinion

For all the flaws of broken people and broken churches, I still believe that the
church is good for me — and for you.

Ed Stetzer Opinion contributor
Sept. 6, 2025, 5:04 a.m. ET
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OPINION By Ed Stetzer

Want a happier life, more
friends and better sex?
Go to church.
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especially among young people

STATE OF THE CHURCH




Rising Spiritual Hunger

| am more open to God today than | was before the pandemic...

Gen Z Millennials
59% 54% Gen X

43% Boomers
34%

§TATE OF THE CHURCH n=2,000 U.S. adults, October 21-31, 2022.




Six Changes Since 2020

. Gen Z Men

2. Gen Z Teens

3. The Plateau of the Nones
4. Diverse Traditions

5. Bible Engagement



STUDENTS

. Print Digital . Both

607 responses 869 responses 695 responses



How do you use Bible study resources (commentaries, textbooks, books, etc.)?

FACULTY/STAFF

. Print Digital . Both

203 responses 351 responses 205 responses



Six Changes Since 2020

Gen Z Men

Gen Z Teens

The Plateau of the Nones
Diverse Traditions

Bible Engagement

N

Moving Members



Higher Ed Opportunities

. Counter-culture Formation
2. Gospel Clarity
3. Missional Opportunity



a wide door for effective ministry
has opened for me-—
yet many oppose me.

1 Corinthians 16:9 (CSB)
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