
IntroducƟon to Using AI in Theological WriƟng 
 
AI refers to technology that mimics tasks requiring human intelligence. A key subset of AI is 
GeneraƟve AI, which produces content in ways similar to human creaƟvity. 

 Examples: ChatGPT, Perplexity, Gemini, Claude (text AI); DALL-E, Sora (image/video AI). 
 AI models are pre-trained on large datasets, converƟng words to mathemaƟcal symbols. 
 Transformers power AI by analyzing word relaƟonships and predicƟng sequences. 
 AI does not “think” like humans who use logical reasoning, but relies on staƟsƟcal 

modeling to generate the best responses that humans are likely to accept. 
 Historically, AI aƩempted to mimic human thought process but failed to generate 

appropriate responses acceptable to humans.  
 GPT models succeeded due to acceptable responses and efficiency in hardware. 

 
 

 
Comparing AI to Human Theologians 

 

Aspect AI-Generated Theological Knowledge Human Theological Knowledge 

Source of 
Knowledge 

Processes vast theological texts, historical 
records, websites and blogs on internet 

Draws from scripture, tradiƟon, reason, spiritual 
experience, and other theologians. 

Methodology 
Uses paƩern recogniƟon, language 
modeling, and probabilisƟc reasoning 

Applies exegeƟcal, historical, philosophical, and 
other systemaƟc theological methods. 

JusƟficaƟon 
JusƟfies theological claims through text-
based data analysis and logical consistency. 

JusƟfies claims through divine revelaƟon, 
intellectual reasoning, and lived/spiritual 
experiences. 

Truth ValidaƟon 
Relies on coherence within trained data but 
lacks personal verificaƟon or faith 
convicƟon. 

Validates through scripture, theological 
reasoning, spiritual discernment, and community 
consensus. 

Bias and 
LimitaƟons 

Biases from training data; lacks independent 
criƟcal reasoning or theological creaƟvity. 

Subject to personal, historical, and doctrinal 
biases - but this also allows for theological 
innovaƟon. 

Spiritual 
Dimension 

Lacks personal faith, divine revelaƟon, and 
spiritual experience. 

Engages in faith, divine inspiraƟon, and spiritual 
transformaƟon. 

Historical and 
Contextual 
Awareness 

Can use internet data and trace historical 
developments but lacks personal human 
nuance in interpreƟng theological insights. 

Contextualizes our theological insights based on 
historical, cultural, and spiritual factors. 



 
AI’s Strengths in Theological WriƟng 
 ࿨࿩࿪ Rapid Data Processing – AI can analyze vast amounts of theological wriƟngs, commentaries, 
and biblical texts much faster than humans. 
 ࿨࿩࿪ PaƩern RecogniƟon – AI idenƟfies consistencies and theological trends across historical 
and contemporary sources. 
 ࿨࿩࿪ Idea Development – AI can generate structured theological arguments, helping scholars 
refine their thoughts. 
 ࿨࿩࿪ InteracƟve Learning – AI provides real-Ɵme feedback and personalized study plans, making 
theological educaƟon more accessible. 
 ࿨࿩࿪ MulƟlingual Support – AI can assist with biblical language studies (Greek, Hebrew) and 
theological translaƟons. 
 

 
 
Limits of AI in Theological WriƟng 
 ❚❛❜ Lack of Spiritual Experience – AI does not have faith, revelaƟon, or lived theological 
engagement. 
 ❚❛❜ Bias in Training Data – AI oŌen reflects dominant theological perspecƟves and may lack 
minority voices. 
 ❚❛❜ Shallow or Misleading Content – AI-generated theological claims may sound persuasive 
but lack depth or doctrinal accuracy. 
 ❚❛❜ Erosion of CriƟcal Thinking – Over-reliance on AI could weaken students’ ability to engage 
deeply in theology. 
 ❚❛❜ Accessibility Gaps – Not all insƟtuƟons or students have equal access to AI tools, creaƟng 
inequiƟes in educaƟon. 
 

 
 
Best PracƟces for AI in Theological WriƟng 
 චඡ AI cannot replace human theological insight, faith, or divine revelaƟon. 
 චඡ AI Literacy – Students/faculty need training on strengths, limits, and ethical consideraƟons. 
 චඡ Use AI as an Assistant, Not a Teacher – AI should aid research but never replace criƟcal 
reflecƟon, prayer, and personal study. 
 චඡ Verify AI Content – Cross-check AI’s theological claims with credible sources to avoid errors. 
 චඡ Disclose AI Usage – Encourage students to cite AI content and reflect on how it was used 
 චඡ Promote Human CreaƟvity – Encourage students to use AI as a starƟng point, but develop 
their own voice and personal theological insights. 
 චඡ Respect Ethical Boundaries – AI lacks moral or spiritual reasoning—humans must remain 
the primary interpreters of theology. 
 චඡ Redesign Assessments – Since AI-generated responses tend to be generic, professors can 
design assessments that match lectures, requiring spiritual reflecƟon and personal applicaƟon. 


