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W. Sherrill Babb, Ph.D. 

Definitions: 
1. A legacy gift is a planned gift.  

These can occur by a donor 
while living or upon death. 

2. A bequest is a transfer of 
wealth that occurs upon a 
person’s death and that 
includes a will or trust. 

Types of Planned Gifts/Bequests: 
1.   A specific bequest can be cash, 

securities, or property. 
2.   A percentage bequest is a % of 

an estate going to ______. 
3.   A residual bequest means the 

remainder of the estate goes to 
______. 
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????           
 

1. There is an essential need to 
understand what legacy 
giving/planned giving does 
for donors. 

2.  Consider your 
organization’s mission, goals 
and activities. 

3.  Can your organization 
clearly articulate how legacy 
gifts will be spent? 

4.  Does your organization 
command respect and stature 
in your particular field of 
endeavor? 

5.  Have you done your 
homework by educating 
everyone in the organization 
including board members, 
staff and membership or 
constituency so that they fully 
understand and support the 
program? 
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6.  How strong is your financial 
management system and 
personnel? 

 
???? 

 
Ø  Develop a planned giving 
newsletter for current and 
future donors.  Target all ages 
of the constituency. 

}  Create a planned giving 
brochure which includes 
stories and photos of donors. 

} Offer planned giving seminars 
at annual and regional 
meetings of the organization. 

}  Create a planned giving 
recognition society.  This can 
also encourage others to 
consider making such a gift. 
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Ø Designate a person in the 
organization to be the contact 
person for information about 
planned giving, including 
phone number, email, etc. 

} Begin a marketing plan for 
planned giving using existing 
publications, donor appeals, 
website, and special events. 

}  By developing and implementing 
a planned giving program, an 
organization is helping people 
fulfill their legacy and 
philanthropic dreams of 
supporting and expanding the 
organization’s mission for years 
to come. 


